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March 2026 

Dear All 

 The sun is actually shining as I write this and I noticed some 

bulbs sprouting in the garden. What a difference to a week 

ago and the weeks preceding that  - when it was dark, grey 

and raining. That miserable weather really did seem to go on       

forever without a glimmer of light. Yet underneath the soil 

new life was sprouting and now it is showing through. 

Life in general can follow a similar pattern; dark spells and then light as things fall into place. Not 

just life in general but also our Christian life. We can be positive and aware of God’s Presence and 

then all goes dark as things don’t go the way we expect. Then gradually God’s Light shines through 

and gives us hope and lifts us up. There is nothing wrong with feeling down and in the dark but we 

should remember however dark and empty life seems, God is with us helping us to grow and learn 

more of Him. Just as the seeds struggle to push up through the dark earth so we must continue to 

push through and reach out to God’s light. 

In our Church life we sometimes feel things are stagnant and difficult and again here we need to 

hold on to the knowledge that God is working, that His light is shining, that we will get through all the 

difficulties and we will see the seeds that have been sown begin to sprout. We have seen this here 

in Blairgowrie Parish Church over the years and we continue to see God at work in many ways. 

In our Church we are now looking forward to the future with our new minister and are preparing to 

welcome Michael and his wife, Jana. We pray that as they settle in we will learn and grow together 

and see God working here in Blairgowrie. 

I want to thank everyone for their support for me over the last twenty months. Sometimes it has 

been challenging (age factor part of that!!) and at other times very rewarding. Everyone has played a 

part during the Vacancy and has helped to continue to take God’s work here forward. Thank you 

from both myself and Esther. 

 Blessings 

Brian Dingwall: Interim Moderator and Locum Minister 
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Church Diary Dates:  

Mar.1st  - Early Morning Café       
Service, 9.30am 

Mar. 2nd  - Guild, 2pm 

Mar. 5th/ 12th - Bible Study, 2pm 

Mar.15th    - Messy Church, 9.30am 

Mar.16th    - Guild, 2pm  

Mar. 19th/ Mar. 26th  - Bible Study, 2pm 

Mar. 28th - Guild Coffee Morning/ Jumble Sale, 10am - 3pm 

Mar. 29th - Palm Sunday Service, 11am 

Mar. 29th  - Praise Service, 6pm 

Mar. 30th    - Guild: An Easter Praise, 2pm  

Apr. 2nd      - Maundy Thursday Communion Service, 7pm 

Apr. 3rd - Good Friday Service of Meditations, 12 Noon 

Apr. 4th  - Easter Praise in the Wellmeadow, 11am.  

Apr. 5th - Early Morning Café Service, 9.30am 

Apr. 5th - Easter Sunday Service,  11am 

Apr. 13th    - Guild, 2pm  

Apr. 14th/15th/16th   - JAM (Children’s Holiday Club), 2pm  

Apr. 23rd - Service of Ordination and Induction for Michael  
                McMullin, 7pm 

Apr. 26th   -  Praise Service, 6pm 

April 27th  -  Guild Concert: Meigle Musicality, 7pm 

Apr. 30th - Bible Study, 2pm 

May 3rd      -  Early Morning Café Service, 9.30am 

May 4th      - Guild AGM, 2pm 

May 7th/ May 14th   -  Bible Study, 2pm 

May 17th   -  Messy Church, 9.30am 

May 18th   - Guild Outing, time tbc 

May 31st    - Praise Service, 6pm  

Jun. 7th      -  Early Morning Café Service, 9.30am 

Jun. 21st    -  Messy Church, 9.30am 

Please check the website or service intimations for further      
details or any changes.  

Stamps 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
has donated 
used postage 
stamps. To 
date I have sent off approximately 6 
kilograms, which is a remarkable 
amount. 
The Church of Scotland is ending this 
service at the end of this month.    
However, the gentleman who receives 
the stamps from us has kindly agreed 
to continue this service with the      
proceeds going to the Alzheimer’s    
Society, so I intend to carry on          
collecting used stamps and I very 
much appreciate your continued help.  
Joy Kearns 

See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it?  I 
am making a way in the wilderness 
and streams in the wasteland. 

Isaiah 43:19  

Thank you to everyone who has 
signed up to receive the newsletter by 
email. If you haven’t yet but would 
like to, then please contact me at  
colleenajoslin@gmail.com. The 
newsletter is also available on the 
church website at https://
www.blairgowrieparishchurch.org.uk 
and we still provide a print copy for 
those who wish it.   

And thank you to Mary Mackay for her 
contribution for this issue of our 
newsletter. I welcome other ideas 
too. Maybe some guest editing? 
Please be in touch if you’d like to see 
something more here or if you would 
like to help. Thank you.  

Colleen  

mailto:colleenjoslin@gmail.com
mailto:colleenjoslin@gmail.com
mailto:colleenjoslin@gmail.com
mailto:colleenjoslin@gmail.com
mailto:colleenjoslin@gmail.com
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy 
He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of          

Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3) 

In the last newsletter the vacancy update finished with: “Session will meet shortly to discuss the 
nomination and then the congregation will be informed of the nominee’s name and the date for 
preaching.” 

As many of you will know, Michael preached for the vacancy in November and was overwhelmingly 
accepted by the congregation. A removal date in January was proposed for the family to arrive, but 
this had to be postponed as we became aware that the national church had decreed that all manses 
had to have an energy efficiency rating of “C” or above.  Our manse is rated “D”. 

To cut a long story short, since then the Manse has had a flat section of the roof replaced as it had 
started leaking, and, after considering multiple options, Session chose to place solar panels in the 
garden as they would bring the rating well into the “C” band. 

So, the roof works are completed, and the solar panels will be installed in the second week of March 
which only leaves us with the task of tidying up the manse thereafter. 

The Presbytery of Perth is responsible for setting the date for Michael’s Induction and Ordination and 
the Presbytery Clerk has now confirmed that this will take place on the evening of Thursday 23rd April 
2026. We are delighted that we can now eagerly anticipate Michael and Jana’s arrival! 

Whether you are a member, an adherent or someone simply interested in the life and work of our 
church and community, please put this date in your dairy – and do come along and support us as we 
formally welcome Michael as our new minister. 

Meantime, we give thanks to Brian as he has been so willing to remain as our Interim Moderator and 
Locum for the extended period. Our thanks also go to Susan Whiteford and her team as they have 
worked to get us to point where the manse is ready for occupation. 

Please keep these matters in your thoughts and prayers – and watch out on our website and            
Facebook page for further details. 

Clifford Cooke: Session Clerk. 

Blairgowrie Parish Church Guild 

Coffee Morning and 
New-to-You Sale 

In the Church Halls 

On Saturday 28th March 2026: 10am – 3pm 
Good quality clothing, bric-a-brac and household goods,  

 And the usual home baking... 

Ordination & Induction of Michael McMullin 
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From the Session Clerk: Our Church’s Life and Work

In May 2023, the congregation voted to move to a model of          
governance known as The Unitary Constitution. Working Groups 
were formed with membership of each group open to all church  
members and others with each group able to co-opt anyone with a 
particular skill and interest – either for a short time, or a longer    
period.    

This way of working has been operating for almost two years now 
and has, by and large, been very successful in engaging more    

people in the life and work of the church. A very big ‘thank you’ is due to those who convene these 
groups and to those who volunteered to work as part of each team. They have achieved much and 
made a big difference to our capacity to “get things done”! 

Circumstances change though and some people have felt the need to step back from participation 
in these groups, so now it would be good if others were willing to take a turn at supporting a group. 
This can be for either a short time for a specific project or piece of work or for a longer period to    
provide ongoing support. You do not have to be a church member. 

Is this you?  

Overseen by Session, there is the Leadership Group which consists of office bearers and the        
convenors of each Working Group.  The Leadership Team is responsible for overseeing and          
managing the life and work of the church by supporting both the Kirk Session and the Working 
Teams. 

Which group would you like to find out more about? 

The Worship Group has overall responsible for all forms of worship within and beyond the church 
family, as the National and local church reduces its ministerial capacity. Its work should support the 
minister in the style, content and planning of worship. 

The Finance & Stewardship Group has overall responsible for the monitoring, controlling, and     
reporting of all income and expenditure. It should keep before the congregation the financial needs 
of the church and promote ways in which members can be encouraged in all aspects of Christian 
Stewardship. 

The Fabric Group has overall responsibility for the care and maintenance of the properties of the    
congregation. 

The Mission & Outreach Group has overall responsibility for developing and implementing (with 
others) a practical and achievable mission for the church. 

The Pastoral Care Team has overall responsibility to offer care and support to others, in the 
knowledge of being loved themselves by God and in the hope of sharing that love with them. 

The Communications Group has overall responsibility for promoting and supporting the                
congregation’s communication links, internally and externally. 

In addition, we have teams of people who undertake “Door Duties”, welcoming folks into our      
worship and supporting weddings and funerals, or who provide refreshments after Sunday Worship 
or who work on our sound team.  This is about to become our Audio Visual Team! 

If you already serve on one of these groups, thank you! If not, please do seriously consider where you 
can offer your talent, skills or experience. At a time when we look forward to our new minister’s      
arrival, we need to be as strong a church as possible to carry out our mission in our community. 

Clifford Cooke: Session Clerk 
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Mission and Outreach Working Group 

I can do all things through Him who gives me strength 
(Phil.4:13) 

The Mission and Outreach Group continues its work in   
reaching out to children and youth in the community.  

A successful J.A.M. (Jesus And Me) Club was held in October and a big thank you to all who            
participated. The next J.A.M. Club will be held in April and we pray for all preparations being made. 
We are still pursuing the opportunity to work with Scripture Union to begin a group for local youth 
within the community. We are ready to deliver more leaflets to new housing within Blairgowrie and 
continue to provide Gift Bags for children of visitors attending Church. We are also hoping to have a 
stall at the Easter Market to promote our Church and all the activities within it and we are very much 
looking forward to planning this year’s activities with our new minister. 

I would like to express sincere thanks to our group for their enthusiasm and support for all we seek 
to do in His name within Mission and Outreach and acknowledge the many groups within our 
Church family who also contribute. 

We pray that we as a Mission and Outreach Group continue to serve our Church and Community 
with His Love, taking comfort knowing He is always with us, giving us strength and encouragement. 

Commit everything you do to the Lord, Trust Him and He will help you. ( Psalm 37:5 ) 

Margaret Conroy: Convener 

The Social Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Social Club meets regularly on Tuesday 
afternoons 1.30 - 3.30 and Wednesday       
evenings from 7pm for badminton, and Friday 
mornings from 10am for carpet bowls.   
All are welcome to come along and we offer 3 
taster sessions at £2 per session.  
The current session continues until around 
the end of May when we will break for the 
summer. 
Elaine Dow 

https://www.blairgowrieparishchurch.org.uk:  

From the church website you can access our:  

 weekly pastoral letter 

 bi-monthly prayer diary                                                        

 triannual newsletter 

 daily reflections 

 video recordings of morning worship 

 daily Bible verse 

 worship resources 

 links to other Christian materials. 

 

 

 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will 
rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it 
will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be 
given to it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the 
glory of the Lord, the splendour of our God. (Isaiah 35: 1 –2) 

The Church Website 
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As a 'well kent' face around the church, what is your current 
role? 

I am the convenor of the Communications Working Group. I prepare 
the Pew Leaflet each week, and also the PowerPoint files for         
projection of the hymns and other parts of the service, and an       
intimations file to highlight some of the pew leaflet items. In           
addition the Communications WG was instrumental in upgrading 
the church printer and some years ago, as Clerk to the Deacons’ 
Court of Blairgowrie Parish Church, I was involved in looking into the 
possibility of projection in the Church. This didn’t happen until after 
the Covid lockdown when we were advised not to share hymn 
books and we started projection using a temporary system. Since then, we have continued to use 
this method—although it is about to change with the arrival of our new AV system.  

How long have you been attending or involved with this church? 

We - that is, my wife Ellen and our two children - since October 1980. Ellen suggested that since we 
were expecting the children to go to Sunday School, then I should attend too. Until then, I had been a 
regular attender at St John’s in Perth, since childhood with my parents. 

What do you like about your job the most? 

Knowing that what I do helps others worship God. 

There are some large boxes in the pews behind you. Can you tell us what these are for? 

These boxes are of two types, those that have been there for some time, and those that arrived more 
recently. A few years ago boxes of Church Records were unearthed from storage in the church; 
some from St Andrew’s Church, and some from St Mary’s - South and brought ‘up the hill’ following 
the Union and the formation of Blairgowrie Parish Church in 2002. It is required by Church Law that 
many of these documents (including very old Session minutes, etc.) are sent to ‘121’ in Edinburgh 
and they will then be sent to the National Archives. Our plan has been to look at them before sending 
them off, which is why they are where they are.   

The big boxes that arrived on Friday 13th February are for the new A/V system. The current projectors 
will be  replaced by two large monitors fixed to the walls, and a slightly smaller one fixed to the Gal-
lery and facing the Communion Table. We are also getting Wi-Fi access throughout the whole 
church and halls/meeting rooms to help with printing, school services, hall lets, and possibly Messy 
Church and other youth ministry. There will also be a fixed projector in the Upper Hall, with a large 
screen. All the necessary equipment is currently in boxes ready for installation in March. 

Do you have a story about what God has done in your life? 

In the late 1990s, having retired, I was doing my training as a Reader in the Church of Scotland and 
someone prayed for me in tongues at an Alpha Course Away Day in Pitlochry. Another time I was at a 
training day for an Alpha Conference and we were asked to go to the back of the room if we wanted 
personal prayer. I could not get out of my seat because of others, but a Methodist Minister came 
over the pews behind me with a verse: Psalm 37:4 ‘Seek your happiness in the Lord, and He will give 
you your heart's desire.’ I feel that this has proved to be completely true.  

What do you remember most to do with BPC? 

The many past and present friends.  

Do you have any hobbies?                                                                                         Continued on the next page. 

An Audience with David Howat…..                                                  By Mary Mackay 
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Messy Church  

The first Messy Church of the year was on the theme of  the Ten 
Commandments and we made plates showing Moses in the    
basket when he was a baby. A burning bush was made with 
chocolate All Bran baskets and orange sprinkles.  
Each of the children took 
home a copy of the 10 
Commandments  

 

 

Susan Whiteford 

An audience with David Howat: Cont. from Page 6 

Genealogy. My mother was Canadian. Her mother was American, although she left America when 
her father returned to Peterborough in Canada with his German wife. My maternal grandfather was 
Canadian of English origins. All Methodists. My mother became an Anglican and then joined the 
Church of Scotland when she came over to marry my father. Genealogy and my preaching have led 
to me collecting Communion Tokens from the Churches where I have preached, or where I have a 
family connection.  

 I also collect different stoneware and glass Victorian ginger beer bottles from Begg’s of Bolton. This 
was one of Ellen's ancestors. These bottles range from           
stoneware with cork, through the torpedo shape to Codd bottles 
(with the marble), and then to early screw top bottles. Begg’s 
prize-winning ginger beer was exported around the world.  

I am a member of Strathmore Speakers Club too. I joined in 1996 
when I started my Readership training, and I am currently the 
Secretary. 

You are obviously a very busy person.  Is there anything else you would like to tell us that we 
might not know about you? 

As a Reader in the Church of Scotland I am sometimes asked to take services. I have taken services 
in over 15 different churches in the former Presbytery of Dunkeld and Meigle. It is a particular         
privilege to take a service here in Blairgowrie Parish Church. 

15th Mar. Messy Church  9.30 am. Mother’s day and Easter 

preparation 

5th April Café Church 10.30am, to join in with final part 

of Easter Sunday Service in the 

Church. 

19th April Messy Church  9.30 am. Story of Hannah 

3rd   May Café Church Breakfast served from 9.15am 

 

17th May Messy Church 9.30am, Pentecost 

7th June Café church Breakfast served from 9.15am 

21st June Messy Church 9.30am, Story of Esther 
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 Fabric Working Group:       

The fabric group has continued to inspect the Manse   
weekly and before Christmas the leak that had been   
showing in the hall was seen to be getting worse. A slater 
was called and we found that the manse had a flat roof 
(who knew?) and a previous repair had been effected with 
nails! This was where the water was pouring into the loft. 
Towels and mats were used to hold the water and the leak 
was contained. Quotes were obtained which ranged from 
£2,760 to £11,000. We accepted the lower quote and the 
repair was completed in two days in early February (as 

soon as the rain stopped for long enough for the contractor to do it).  
To meet the Church of Scotland’s rule for Manses to have an EPC rating of C, solar panels are being 
installed in the garden of the manse in the 2nd week of March. Seven panels will raise the Manse    
rating from D to C rating and it is hoped that most of the cost will be covered by a grant from       
Presbytery. 
The Heating Saga: The heating continues to keep us busy. In early February we called on Darren (a 
heating engineer who used to work for Haddow) to see if there was a reason that the sanctuary    
wasn’t getting as warm as it had previously. He found that a valve had been altered and heat was  
going backwards into the hall. He adjusted it and it has helped but as we were lacking sun for all  
January it has been difficult to raise the temperature. A week later there was no electrical power in 
the boiler room, a mystery to everyone as nothing on the circuit had tripped. It turned out to be a 
faulty control switch which the electrician replaced for us.  
All these things have taken time and money, but it is hoped to get on with the main action for the 
year, to replace the hall windows. This is a major job and requires planning permission. 
Susan Whiteford: Fabric Convener 

Everything I know I learned in my Garden.......  

• Begin early, But it's never too late to start, If it doesn't work, try 
something else.  

• Life is fragile; protect it. Life is enduring; trust it. Life is daily; water 
it, weed it.  

• Life is incredibly beautiful. Enjoy it and say thank you.  

• Growth takes time. And while you are waiting , pull a weed!  

• There's something for everybody....different blooms for different 
rooms.  

• Pruning hurts. Pruning helps you grow.  

• Sometimes the tiniest flowers smell the sweetest.  

• To everything there is a season. But know what season you're in.  

• Dream big. But try not to let ambition turn your joy into drudgery.  

• Grow what you love. The love will keep it growing.  

• You reap what you sow. But there will be surprises.  

Lord, give me the serenity to accept the things I can't change, the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference. Amen. 

From Christine, your flower convener  
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The Pastoral Care Working Group 

Our group continues to visit people in their own homes who may be too 
frail or infirm to get out and about and come to Church. This is an              
important service in maintaining contacts especially when the Church has 
played a significant role in their lives and when they may have served the 
Church faithfully when their health and fitness allowed this to happen. 
We were pleased to organise Christmas Services in the Care Homes and we will be doing that again 
at Easter. We are particularly grateful to Jane, Morag & Keith for facilitating this. 
We continue to send cards to people who may be going through difficult times such as illness or    
bereavement and we hope it brings them a measure of comfort to know that they are in the thoughts 
and prayers of their Church family. 
That summarises what “WE” are doing but please think prayerfully about what “YOU” could be      
doing. If you know of people who might benefit from having a church visitor, please let us know. Even 
better, if you have a few spare hours each month, perhaps you could visit someone. Or let us know if 
someone is experiencing hard times so that we can encourage them with a card. 
Please do speak to Esther or Elinor if this is an area where you feel drawn to use your talents. We 
would really appreciate some help as we are a small group which limits what we can offer.  

“Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but yours. Yours are the 
eyes through which Christ looks with compassion on the world. Yours are the feet with which he is to 

go about doing good. Yours are the hands with which He is to bless His people. Christ has no body 
now on earth but yours.”  St Teresa of Avila 

Esther Dingwall: Convener 

(From) Welcome to the Real World  

Love is the strongest weapon known to humankind.                                                                    

Other weapons blow people up. 
Only love puts them back together again                                                                         

And everything that seems real, that looks smart, that feels good, 

has a sell-by date. 

But love has no sell-by date. 

Love is Long Life. Love is the ultimate preservative. 

I don’t know too much about love but I know a man who does, 

up there on the cross loving us to death.    

Love is the key to the door of the place he’s prepared for you 

in the kingdom of God. 

If you’re beginning to understand, then welcome to the real world.  

Godfrey Rust (1993)  

Permissions: Creative Commons by-nc-nd License 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 
loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1: 13-14) 
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The Communications Working Group  

Exciting News! Last Friday saw the delivery of much of the 
equipment for the audio-visual (AV) upgrade with installation 
planned for the second and third weeks of March. It is interesting 
to remember that this project began some considerable time 
ago, developing more fully after the Covid lockdown with the  
projection of hymns and other information onto screens as well as filming of services. The planned 
new system will include wi-fi installation throughout the building and a Live-Streaming facility. A full 
upgrade of the audio system is also included.  It was a tight fit to get the new, very large screens up 

the ramp, through the back door, and along to the 
North Transept, but we managed, and plans are in 
hand to remove part of two pews to allow installation 
of the control desk and equipment cupboard in front 
of the current projection table. This will ensure space 
for two or three operators, and wheelchair access 
too. Training will be provided along with the                
installation and we are aiming for 3 or 4 teams of 
three to operate the new system to avoid a too heavy 
burden on the operators. The timing seems to be    
perfect as the installation will be complete and we 

will have a couple of weeks to practice before the Presbytery Service of Ordination and Induction 
for Michael in April. 

We are very grateful that that total cost of this project, about £50,000, has been fund-raised or     
donated by members, so there has been no need to dip into Church Funds except possibly for the 
pew removal.  

Meanwhile, the Communications Working Group continues to engage with various other aspects of 
church life and mission by producing pew leaflets and slides for each worship service, by producing 
the  church newsletter, by making use of social and other media to ‘meet’ the wider community, 
and by offering its support with any activities of other Working Groups.  

David P. Howat: Convener 

Early morning services take place on the first Sunday of each 
month as a cafe style church, with breakfast (for example, 
bacon rolls, mini sausages, granola pots and lots of fruit, 
with tea, coffee or juice) served from 9.15am. The short      
service is perfect for families. It is just over half an hour long, 
with hymns, a story following a biblical theme and usually a 
couple of all age activities.   

The theme in January was “Arise and Shine”, appropriate for 
the start of the year. With the story of the wise men following the star to find Jesus the light of the 
world, the congregation used torches to send a message by Morse Code. The second activity         
followed the theme of working together and groups of four used straws to blow a table tennis ball 
around a course, needing to work together or the ball lost direction.  

The reading was ‘Make your light shine, so others will see the good you do and will praise your      
Father in heaven’ (Matthew 5:16) 

Susan Whiteford 

Café Church/ Early Morning Service 



 

 11 

The Guild: Let Us Build A House 

Living Stones: As we continue our theme of ‘Living Stones’ we have enjoyed 
Faith, Fun and Fellowship as we meet fortnightly on Monday afternoons.  

Since our last newsletter message we held a very successful Coffee Morning 
and Christmas Fayre when we raised £ 902.80! We enjoyed a Messy Guild, a 
talk on diving in warm water, a  reflection on Living Stones (with a stony quiz) 
and a moving Carols and Readings afternoon before Christmas. Our Christmas Lunch at          
Strathmore Golf Club was very enjoyable too—with thanks to Brenda for songs and games. 

Rev. Brian Dingwall led our first meeting of the year with 
an interesting and challenging Bible Study on ‘Living 
Stones’. This was followed by a very enlightening talk by a 
speaker from ‘The Archie Foundation’ when we learned 
about the depth of support they provide for children with 
long term illness. A Bring and Buy sale at this meeting 
raised £260.00 which will help in a small way to support 
their work. At our next meeting we heard from a speaker 
from ‘Wisecraft’, a local mental health charity which 

helps and supports many within our community, and next we had a fascinating talk from Larry 
Scrimgeour about the Celtic Knot and its place in Celtic and Pictish religion. 

We are now looking forward to speakers from Crossreach and the Bible Society, while another 
speaker will tell us about her journey from midwifery to ministry.  

Please note, there is also the opportunity to support our Coffee Morning and Jumble/ New-to-You 
Sale on 28th March and you are also invited to a concert with Meigle Musicality in the church on 
Monday 27th April, followed by supper in the church hall. Finally our summer outing is on the 18th 
May to Peel Farm. 

Everyone is invited to each of these events and meeting. You will be made most welcome. 

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good: His Love endures  

forever’  (Psalm 107:1)     

Margaret Conroy, for the Guild Leadership Team. 

The Worship Working Group 

The Worship Group met before Christmas and all the 
Christmas services were put into place. Thanks to all 
those who led in different ways. Thanks also to those 
who have led the monthly Sunday Evening Praise      
Services. These have been varied in style but always 
very enjoyable. The Group is meeting again shortly to 

plan the Easter Services amongst other things. 
Our new Minister will soon be here and he will then take over as Convenor of this group. 
 

Rev. Brian Dingwall (Locum Minister): Convener 
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BLAIRGOWRIE PARISH CHURCH GUILD 

   warmly invites you and your friends to  

AN EVENING WITH MEIGLE MUSICALITY  

In Blairgowrie Parish Church, on Monday 27th April, at 7pm.  

Tickets £6.00 (including Supper)  

We look forward to seeing you on this special occasion.  

Craft Group 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We meet on Wednesday mornings 
from 10.00 – 12.00 in the Choir Room 
where we do our crafts such as     
knitting, crocheting, embroidering, 
etc. We also enjoy the company, the 
chat and the coffee. Anyone is       
welcome to join us or just pop in to 
see what we get up to. You will be 
made most welcome. 
 
Some of the knitted and crocheted 
items go to CrossReach’s Visitor 
Centre at Perth Prison. We have     
supported this for many years now 
and we know the families of the        
prisoners value the blankets, baby and toddler clothes and toys that 

we provide. Just before Christmas we delivered 20 hats, 7 jumpers, 12 blankets and various soft toys 
that were much appreciated. 
If you are interested in finding out more, please speak to Dorothea or Elinor – we would love to hear 
from you.  
Contact  Dorothea 07840 737218 or Elinor 07753 174799 

The Finance and Stewardship Group 

At time of writing, the accounts for the end of year have been finalised 
and await approval from the independent examiner. All going well I 
hope to be in a position to present the Year End Accounts sometime 
towards the end of March. 

Meantime we have reached our target of £50,000 for the Audio-Visual System and having paid a 50% 
deposit can progress with the installation.  

Some last-minute repairs/improvements had to be done to the Manse prior to Michael moving in. 
This amounted to around £2800 for roof repairs and a further £6,19.00 for Solar Panels. We expect 
the latter to attract some grant funding 

After drawing £30,000 from our Growth Fund to ensure sufficient available funds for the afore     
mentioned expenditure, we are at present sitting with circa £30,000 in our Treasurers Account , 
£20,000 in a Commercial Call( small interest-bearing account) in the Bank of Scotland and £159,000 
in our Growth Fund. Whilst these figures seem quite healthy, we must, of course, not lose sight of 
future possible repair bills, maintenance costs and increased running costs. 

Bob Strachan: Treasurer and Convener 


