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Giving in Challenging Times - Would you consider a Standing Order? 
 
The Church of Scotland centrally recently wrote about the financial difficulties facing 
not just Congregations but the entire Church during the current COVID 19 outbreak. 
 
The work of the Church goes on. While there are of course some areas of reduced 
expenditure such as heating and travel, these savings are relatively small. 
 
Blairgowrie Parish Church, like so many others, is grateful for the weekly contributions 
to the plate be they in Free Will Offering (FWO) envelopes or as cash. Indeed, each 
month we receive a little more this way than we do by direct payments made from 
members’ bank accounts. 
 
Two members have already approached me asking if they could make regular payments 
from their bank as, like us all, they are not able to donate on a Sunday. This situation 
may persist for weeks or even months. 
 
The simplest solution, should you wish to adopt it, is the Standing Order. This system 
is secure and is entirely under your control. You ask your bank to make a fixed payment 
every month. Unlike the other similar system called the Direct Debit, should you decide 
to increase, decrease or even stop the payments, you tell your bank what you want, and 
they do it. You do not even have to inform the Church. You are in full control. 
 
There are other benefits with the Standing Order. The Sunday team who count the cash 
have a bit less work to do. Less cash has to be taken to the bank each Monday. 
 
Old habits die hard. When I first used the S.O. system I did feel embarrassed at not 
putting anything in the plate. However as more and more members use S.Os. those on 
plate duty are well used to a smile or simple wave and the plate moves on. 
 
If you think there is some merit in changing your giving from the FWO envelopes or 
cash to Standing Order, please contact me. I have an explanatory letter and a prepared 
S.O. form I can send you. 
 
Thanks for considering the above and do please ask if you are interested. 
 
 
 
Alasdair Shaw 
Treasurer 


